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The activities of the EU are financed with less than 1% of its GDP. Compared to the size of the
national budgets, the EU spends nearly 40 times less public funds than the member states.
However, the EU budget is very important. The EU only costs a cup of coffee per day to every
EU citizen, yet still expectations are very high and it is often not entirely clear to citizens how
and how much the EU gives back in terms of freedom, safety, rights and funding.

The EU, lacking tax sovereignty, does not have the right to raise taxes or contributions in order
to finance its own tasks. But the issue of own resources has become a key political debate
which is crucial for the future of the EU. A parliament and the citizens it represents cannot be
truly sovereign as long as they are barred from discussing revenues. The vote on own
resources must seal Parliament’s legitimacy in deciding on spending, the sovereignty of
democracy and the necessary institutional balance of the European Union.

The EU budget should be made more stable, sustainable, predictable and autonomous. There
is a need to alleviate the burden of excessive expenditure from national budgets and reach a
win-win-situation for member states and the EU: there is a necessity for a genuine system of
own resources.

Questions to be addressed:

How should a European corporate tax be structured? How should such a tax be collected?
Can it be shaped with a sustainable dimension? And what tax level? What would be the
impact on the national budgets and on the EU budget?
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