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in global public health and healthcare 
management courses in MPH programme. 
Research interests are in oral health integration 
in global health; supporting scientific exchange 
platforms in developing countries. 

Anni-Maria Pulkki-Brännström. Health 
economist with a special interest in 
the economic evaluation of complex 
public health interventions. She also 
teaches health economics on the 
MPH programmes. Current 
collaborations with Uppsala 

University (Salut Programme evaluation), the 
National University of Rwanda (SIDA-
collaboration), and Karolinska Institute (Topas 
study). 

Mikkel Quam completed his Ph.D. 
in Epidemiology and Public Health 
in 2016 and continues to conduct 
research and teach within the Unit. 
As an epidemiologist, he currently 
focuses on modeling spatial 
temporal infectious disease dynamics, 
particularly novel emergence of Zika and dengue 
based on environmentally sensitive human, 
vector, and pathogen interactions related to 
travel, behavior, settlement, and ecological 
niches. 

Susanne Ragnarsson. PhD 
student in Epidemiology and global 
health. Involved in the Study of 
Health in schoolchildren from Umeå 
(the SISU project). My PhD Studies 
are about recurrent pain in school-

aged children and the relation to academic 
outcome. Also a part of Post-graduate School for 
the Educational Sciences. 

Karl-Erik Renhorn. Research 
coordinator. Provides information, 
advice and support in relation to 
external funding to the researchers at 
Umeå Centre for Global Health 
Research, and researchers at the 
Dept of Public Health and Clinical Medicine. Also 
assists researchers in the management of 
research projects. Teaches and is responsible for 
the postgraduate course “How to write grant 
applications”. 

Joacim Rocklöv. Professor within 
Epidemiology and Global Health. 
He has a B.Sc. Mathematics, a M.Sc. 
in Statistics, and a PhD in 
Environmental Medicine. He has a 
specific interesting in infectious 

disease epidemiology and modelling. Dr. Rocklöv 
is the scientific leader for a research area within 
the Umeå Centre for Global Health 
Research researching the relationship between 

climate variability and global health. He is active 
in several international consortia. 

Klas-Göran Sahlén. R.N, PhD. 
Deputy head of the unit. Studies in 
the area of aging, prevention and 
health economics. Lecturer in two 
subjects; health economics, and 
qualitative methods. Also senior 

lecturer at the Department of Nursing. 

Miguel San Sebastián. 
Professor and Medical Doctor with 
a MSc degree in control of 
infectious diseases and a Ph.D. 
degree in environmental 
epidemiology. He practiced public 
health during 12 years among indigenous 
communities of the Amazon basin of Ecuador. 
Currently working as Professor teaching different 
courses at Master and PhD level. His current 
research is focused on strengthening health 
systems in low income countries and social 
inequalities in health in the Swedish context. 

Eva Selin. Study administrator for 
courses given during the 1st year of 
the Public Health Programme. 

 
 

Julia Schröders. (M.A. & 
M.Med.Sc.) is a social scientist with 
training in medical anthropology as 
well as global public health and 
epidemiology. Currently a PhD 
student she is exploring the role of 
social networks among older adults suffering 
from chronic diseases and functional disability in 
Indonesia. She held the position of Managing 
Editor for Global Health Action until March, 
2017. 

Barbara Schumann. Associate 
Professor; PhD in epidemiology. 
Research focus on weather and 
climate change impacts on human 
health. Ongoing studies on 
weather-related mortality in 

northern Sweden during the demographic 
transition, using historical population and 
weather records. Other interests are related to 
weather and health in high-, middle- and low-
income countries, to climate-sensitive infectious 
diseases in Scandinavia, communities’ 
vulnerabilities and adaptation to climate change 
in low- and middle-income countries. 

Bore Sköld. Project assistant in 
Household Preferences for Reducing 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Four 
European High Income Countries – 
HOPE. Mainly working with data 
management and statistics. Bore left 
this position during 2017 
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Anna Stenling. MSc. Doctoral 
student evaluating the Väster-
botten Intervention Programme 
from a health economic perspec-
tive. 

Hans Stenlund. Senior professor 
in biostatistics. Statistical consul-
tant in several epidemiological and 
medical research projects. Giving 
courses in biostatistics on various 
levels. 

Linda Sundberg. PhD. Her 
research focuses on factors 
influencing knowledge dissemi-
nation and uptake for improved 
health services. By exploring policy 
formulation processes, implemen-

tation strategies and their outcome, the research 
aims to empirically verify determinants to quality 
improvements and research uptake in routine 
health care.  

Johanna Sundqvist. Social 
worker, doctoral student. Studies 
social workers’ and police officers’ 
mental health in work with 
unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
refugee children’s forced 
repatriation. Johanna left this position during 
2017. 

Hajime Takeuchi. Guest 
professor. Paediatrician and child 
neurologist. Guest Professor at 
Epidemiology and Global Health, 
otherwise working as a Professor at 
Bukkyo University, Kyoto, Japan. 

Nadja Trygg. PhD student and 
project assistant in the project 
Complex inequalities in mental 
health. 

 

Stig Wall. Professor Emeritus of 
epidemiology and health care 
research. Epidemiologist with a 
social science background. Research 
on epidemiology and international 

health, environ-mental and social epidemiology, 
prevention and medical technology assessment. 

Susanne Walther. Working with 
budget and departmental 
administration. Also involved in the 
project on celiac disease. 

Masoud Vaezghasemi. MSc-
Public Health and MSc-Nutrition, 
and doctoral student. Also 
affiliated with the Umeå Centre for 
Gender Studies. Research interests 
within social determinants of 

malnutrition, social capital, health inequalities, 
and nutrition transition in Indonesia. Also 
collaborating with Prof. SV Subramanian from 
Harvard University, studying inter-individual 
inequalities and variation in BMI over time and 
place utilizing multilevel statistical analysis 

Anna-Karin Waenerlund. Ph.D. 
in Public Health, she is currently 
involved in research on youth-
friendly health care services in 
Sweden. She is also involved in a 
project focusing on social 
inequalities in health in the Swedish context. 

Lars Weinehall. Senior Professor 
in Epidemiology and Family 
Medicine. Was 1985-2007 the 
coordinator of development and 
countrywide implementation of one 
of the world's largest ongoing 

population-based intervention program for the 
prevention of cardiovascular diseases (CVD) and 
diabetes, the Västerbotten Intervention Program 
(VIP). Research on analysis of the role of primary 
care in population-oriented prevention and 
supervised a number of PhD students both from 
Sweden, the US, Indonesia and Vietnam. 

Anna Westerlund. MCs in 
psychology, PhD student and 
research assistant. Anna has a 
background in the field 
of organizational development and 
change and currently her research is 
focused on how to manage implementation of 
complex interventions to develop work practices 
in health care.  

Annelies Wilder-Smith. Infec-
tious disease physician and public 
health practitioner with a special 
interest in emerging infectious 
diseases and vaccine-preventable 
diseases. The past 15 years have 

been devoted to dengue research, in particular 
dengue vaccine development and dengue in 
international travelers. Prof Wilder-Smith is 
President of the International Society of Travel 
Medicine, Editorial Consultant to the Lancet, 
Senior Advisor to the Dengue Vaccine Initiative, 
and serves on various WHO committees. She is 
the Principal investigator of the EU funded 
project, “Zika Preparedness Latin American 
Network – ZikaPLAN”.  
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Birgitta Åström. Administrative 
coordinator for the Swedish 
Research School for Global Health 
and the postgraduate education as 
well as the PhD-student support. 
Retired during 2017. 

 

Affiliated staff 
Yulia Blomstedt. PhD. Head of Centre of 
Registry Northern Sweden. Research on health 
interventions, self-reported health, health care 
management.  

Maria Emmelin. Professor of Global Health at 
the department of Social Medicine and Global 
Health, Lund University. She has a special 
interest in public health evaluation and the social 
determinants of health. Her research has 
focussed on self-rated health and the social 
aspects of cardiovascular disease prevention in 
northern Sweden. She has worked with the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic in Tanzania, smoking 
cessation in South Africa, reproductive health in 
Ethiopia, and violence against women (and 
children) in Ethiopia, Tanzania and Indonesia. 

Gabriel Granåsen. Statistician at the Registry 
Centre Northern Sweden. 

Anne Hammarström. MD, DrPH, Professor 
in public health. PI for Northern Swedish Cohort 
and for several research programmes. Director of 
Umeå Centre for Gender Studies in Medicine. 

Alison Hernandez. PhD. Doctoral studies on 
Health Service Delivery in Rural Guatemala: 
Analysis of Strategies to Support the Perfor-
mance of Auxiliary Nurses. Finalised her PhD 
during 2015. 

Yien Ling Hii. MPH, PhD in Epidemiology and 
Public Health. Research interests: Forecasting 
model and early warning system of climate-sen-
sitive infectious diseases including dengue fever 
and hand-foot-and-mouth disease. Left her posi-
tion during 2015. 

Henrik Holmberg. Statistician at the Registry 
Centre Northern Sweden.  

Kathleen Kahn. PhD, MPH, MBBCh. Collabo-
rative work in child and adolescent health, com-
munity-based cause of death assessment, and 
adult health and aging through INDEPTH multi-
site work. Active in forging research and training 
links with Wits University, South Africa. Also 
based in the MRC/Wits Rural Public Health and 
Health Transitions Research Unit (Agincourt), 
School of Public Health, University of the 
Witwatersrand, South Africa. 

Per Liv. Statistician at the Registry Centre 
Northern Sweden. 

Jack Lysholm. After several years as Director 
of Research and Development at Västerbotten 
County Council and adjunct professor, he is now 
professor emiritus. Research on infrastructure 
for registry research in health care. Research also 
on Injury Epidemiology and to the major part 
based on the Umea Injury Database. 

Anna Månsdotter. Associate professor in 
public health. Working at the Public Health 
Agency of Sweden (governmental assignments 
and scientific support). Research and teaching on 
public health, economics/ethics, and gender 
equality 

Annika Nordström. PhD. Senior lecturer in 
public health. Head of Welfare Research and 
Development Unit, Region Västerbotten. Studies 
on hazardous alcohol use related to health, social 
factors and gender. 

Anna Rosén. MD, PhD. Resident physician in 
Clinical genetics. Studies on mass screening for 
celiac disease utilizing a combination of qualita-
tive, epidemiological and genetic research 
methods. Also attached to the department of 
Medical and Clinical genetics.  

Jennifer Stewart Williams. PhD in epidemi-
ology with a background in economics and health 
policy. Research interests: understanding demo-
graphic and epidemiological transitions and 
health inequalities in low- and middle-income 
countries and facilitating the translation of 
research into policy and practice. She is active in 
the MPH programme and is Managing Editor for 
Global Health Action. 

Sun Sun. Health economist. Involved in 
teaching and supervision at the unit.  She is 
working at Synergus and is also affiliated to the 
Health outcomes and Economic Evaluation 
Research Group at Karolinska Institutet. 

Stephen Tollman. (MA MPH MMed PhD), 
Directs the Medical Research Council/Wits Uni-
versity Rural Public Health and Health Transi-
tions Research Unit (Agincourt) in rural north-
east South Africa. In the context of a rapidly tran-
sitioning society, his research is on burden of 
chronic diseases, strengthening of chronic 
primary health care systems, and population 
dynamics. Founding Board chair of the 
INDEPTH Network (2002-2006). Leads Net-
work efforts in Adult Health and Aging. 

Susanne Waldau Wiechel. PhD, knowledge 
management strategist at Västerbottens County 
Council. Working at local, regional and national 
levels to build systems for knowledge manage-
ment. Goals are to create equal care of high 
quality, based on explicit priority setting and 
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legitimate management processes, and to raise 
systems knowledge among participants. Among 
relevant knowledge fields (besides medicine) are 
public health, epidemiology, sociology of medi-
cine, health economics and medical ethics.  

Magnus Zingmark. Guest researcher at the 
Unit. Head of Research and Development on 
Active and Healthy Ageing at Municipality of 
Östersund. His works is with effects and cost-

effectiveness of physiotherapeuthic inverven-
tions among elderly.  

Ann Öhman. Professor in gender studies and in 
public health, with special reference to health 
profession research, violence against women and 
constructions of masculinity. Theme manager of 
the research theme Gender and Global Health 
within Umeå Centre for Global Health Research. 
She is Professor and Scientific Leader at Umeå 
Centre for Gender Studies, Umeå University. 
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Education 

 
 

Students and staff, May 2017 
Photo: Ulrika Bergfors 

 

Umeå International School of Public Health
Public Health education and training has 
been integral to the success of our interna-
tional research collaborations. Many ad hoc 
training courses, workshops and short 
courses in epidemiological methods have 
provided a springboard for international 
projects. These activities have helped to 
build what is now a well-regarded highly-
valued international school within the Uni-
versity. Maintaining a strong research focus 
in our teaching has been critical for success 
in education, training and international 
partnerships. 

The first courses in public health in Umeå 
were given in 1986. Five years later, in 1991, 
a one-year Master of Public Health (MPH) 
programme was introduced. The structure 
remained similar, albeit with some minor 
revisions, until 2007 when there was a 
major change from a one- to a two-year 
programme, with a broader focus on epi-
demiology, health systems and the social 
determinants of health. 

As a result of a decision taken by the 
Swedish Parliament, since the autumn of 

2011, students from outside the European 
Economic Area (EEA) and Switzerland have 
been required to pay tuition fees for higher 
education in Sweden. This led to a drop in 
enrolments from non-European students in 
2011/12. Nevertheless we remained com-
mitted to promoting the one- and two-year 
MPH programmes and further developing 
and diversifying their educational content. 

In the autumn of 2015, in collaboration with 
Umeå School of Business and Economics, 
we introduced an MPH with a specialization 
in health economics. This recognises the 
breadth of health economics across a range 
of topics that include making evidence-
based decisions about the best use of 
resources to maximise health gains and 
ways of analysing systems, organizational 
change and health financing. 

To ensure flexibility, the first year of the 
MPH is identical for all students regardless 
of whether they are undertaking a one- or 
two-year program, with or without the 
health economics specialty. This first year 
includes courses on: global health condi-
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tions; health systems analysis; the connec-
tions between social conditions and health, 
and methods used in developing and 
implementing public health policies. The 
programmes provide public health practi-
tioners and researchers with the skills 
required to understand, and ultimately 
improve and maintain, the health status of 
the population. 

During the 2017/18 academic year we will 
host an intake of 44 new students compris-
ing 11 one-year students, 23 two-year 
students enrolled in the regular programme 
and 10 students enrolled in the new health 
economics specialisation. In addition there 
are 34 second-year students, 18 of who are 
in the regular two-year program and 16 of 
who are in the health economics pro-
gramme. This year our incoming students 
originated from Sweden, Europe, Asia, 
Africa and USA. The multi-cultural compo-
sition of student enrolments makes our 
programmes unique. Students frequently 
report that this as a major strength of the 
education the Unit offers. 

 

 
Figure 8. Masters students 2017/18 

 

Since the introduction of tuition fees, 
scholarships from Swedish Institute have 
been instrumental in the recruitment of 
students outside EU. This year, 30 of our 
students were fortunate enough to receive 
scholarships from the Swedish Institute. 
Some other scholarships covering tuition 
fees have also been introduced and this has 
provided further opportunities for students 
to enrol in our programmes. We are grateful 
to the Erling-Persson Family Foundation, 
for their many years of support in providing 
scholarships to students from outside the 
EEA. 

Master programme courses 2017/18 
 

First year 
Global public health, 10 credits 
Biostatistics 5 credits 
Epidemiology, 10 credits 
Qualitative methods  5 credits 
Health systems: Organization and financing, 5 
credits 
Health economic evaluation methods, 5 credits 
Social pathways in global health and health promo‐
tion, 5 credits 
Master thesis, 15 credits 
 

Second year 
Evidence based public health, 4 credits 
Equity and health, 3.5 credits 
Qualitative data analysis, 7.5 credits 
Advanced biostatistics and epidemiology, 7.5 credits 
Advanced topics in health economics evaluation 
methods, 7.5 credits or 
Social epidemiology – theory and methods, 7.5 
credits  
Health, environment and sustainability, 7.5 credits 
or 
Planning and management in health care, 7.5 
credits 
Evaluation in public health, 7.5 credits 
Master thesis, 15 credits 
 
Second year with specialization in Health 
Economics  
Tools and methods for economists, 7.5 ECTS or 
Evidence Based Public Health, 4 ECTS and Equity 
and health, 3.5 ECTS 
Health economic theory, 7.5 ECTS 
Social and environmental entrepreneurship, 7.5 
ECTS or 
Project management, 7.5 ECTS or 
Environmental resource economics, 7.5 ECTS or 
Advanced biostatistics and epidemiology, 7.5 ECTS 
Advanced Topics in Health Economic Evaluation 
Methods, 7.5 ECTS 
Health, environment and sustainability, 7.5 ECTS or 
Planning and management in health care, 7.5 ECTS 
Evaluation in public health, 7.5 ECTS 
Master thesis, 15 ECTS 

 
 
Korpen Veteranerna Västerbotten have also 
made a generous donation that allows us to 
reward MPH students for high quality 
theses. 
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Other teaching activities 
All courses within the MPH can be taken as 
single subjects. Priority is given to those 
enrolled in the MPH but a number of non-
programme students are also accepted. This 
is especially true for courses in research 
methodology such as Biostatistics, 
Epidemiology and Qualitative Methods, 
and courses concerning health systems, 
policy, organisation and financing, e.g. 
Health Systems: Organizing and Financing 
and Health Economic Evaluation Methods. 
In our view it as essential that these subjects 
are accessible to research students in 
related disciplines. 

The Unit has been responsible for teaching 
community medicine (since 2002) and 
global health (since 2005) to medical 
students. The latter course was introduced 
in response to student requests. Almost all 
public health lectures to medical students 
are given during semester 5. The teaching is 
done in collaboration with the Unit of Occu-
pational and Environmental Medicine and 
the Department of Law. 

Staff at the Unit also teach into several 
other programmes. Teaching is carried out 
at all academic levels - from basic to 
doctoral. During the first semester of the 
‘Biomedical Programme’ (180 credits), our 
Unit is responsible for teaching a 7.5-credit 
course in Epidemiology and Biostatistics. 
Members of the Unit are teaching (from 

basic to masters’ level) into the 
Departments of Nursing, Community 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, Ontology and 
Food and Nutrition. Teaching is also 
undertaken at Umeå School of Education 
and at the Centre for Teaching and Learning 
(UPL) as part of the central course for 
supervisors at Umeå University. 

CONTACT: Marie Lindkvist 
 

Educational Strategic 
Group 
In the beginning of 2017, an educational 
strategic group was established, headed by 
the Director of Studies of the Master of 
Public Health Programmes (MPH). Others 
are the chair of the program council, the 
director of research education and four 
teacher representatives. The purpose of the 
educational strategic group is to work with 
core values of the programs, discuss 
development of the programs over time, 
and be a support for the director of studies 
in educational development work. An 
important task is also to discuss the content 
of different courses in association with 
course coordinators, to compare the courses 
to the national goals, to review progression 
and avoid overlap. In 2017, the main priori-
ties for the educational strategic group were 
to define Core values and Pedagogical 
model for our master programmes. During 
2018, the key priority will be to define Core 
competences for our MPH. 

 

 
 

Figure 9. Home country of Master of Public Health students 1987‐2017 
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