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Feminist theory  

Credit points: 7,5 
Responsible department: Umeå Centre for Gender Studies  

Main field of study: Gender Studies  

Level: PhD Studies  

Subject area: Gender Studies  

Grading scale: Pass (G); Fail (U) 

 

Course approval  
 
The course syllabus has been confirmed by the Director of Umeå Centre for Gender 
Studies on June 14, 2019 and is valid from autumn semester of 2019. Revised on 
February 10, 2022, and January 16, 2024. 

Aim and Contents 

This course deals with feminist theory focusing on contemporary debates and issues 
in feminist theory. Focusing on a variety of feminist and intersectional approaches 
the course will address questions such as: What is feminist theory? How have 
feminists theorized and understood the relationship between gender, power and 
subjectivity? The course is divided into broad themes such as politics, re-production, 
popular culture and sustainability. These themes will be explored through both 
classical academic theoretical feminist texts, as well as political manifestos and 
popular texts.  

Expected learning outcomes 

Upon the completion of the course the PhD student should:  

Knowledge and understanding 

- Account for and relate to central perspectives, dividing lines, concepts and 
themes within feminist theory. 

- Understand how different feminist theories conceptualise power, gender 
and subjectivity.  

Skills and abilities 

- Prepare and deepen relevant discussions and readings of different feminist 
approaches. 

- Apply relevant theories on empirical or theoretical problems.  
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Judgement and approach 

- Be able to reflect on feminist theory as a field of research. 
- Be able to analytically reflect on feminist theory in relation to contemporary 

societal problems. 
- Orally and in writing present analyses related to central questions regarding 

power, gender and subjectivity in feminist theorizing. 

Form of instruction and examination modes 

The learning outcomes are examined through compulsory seminars, active 
participation and seminar preparation through individually written papers (so-called 
reading protocols) presented in relation to each of the themes. The reading protocols 
are handed in, as well as presented orally. The course is given through lectures and 
seminars. The course is given in English. The assignments can be written in either 
English or Swedish, Danish and Norwegian. 
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Texts may be added. Approx. 60 pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


