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Graduate programme in interdisciplinary cooperation – study plan for graduate training at the Graduate School for Gender Studies, UCGS
The Graduate School for Gender Studies was established through a parliamentary decision in 2001 with Umeå University as the host university and Kalmar University, Mid Sweden University and the University of Gävle as partner institutions. On 01/01/2008 the Graduate School for Gender Studies was integrated into the then newly formed Umeå Centre for Gender Studies, a university-wide centre. The Faculty of Social Sciences at Umeå University is the host faculty for the Umeå Centre for Gender Studies. UCGS is run by a board appointed by the university board.
1. Decision on establishment
This study plan has been established and confirmed by the director of UCGS on the authority of the board of the Umeå Centre for Gender Studies at Umeå University 18/05/2010.
2. Aim and purpose 
The Graduate School for Gender Studies at UCGS aims to promote gender studies as a perspective within various disciplines and give doctoral students good insight into gender studies, both within their own subject and within their particular interdisciplinary field of knowledge. The aim of the graduate programme is for the student to develop into a critical and self-reliant researcher with the ability to plan, conclude and publish academic works in gender studies.
The field of knowledge of the Graduate School for Gender Studies is the empirical and theoretical studies that investigate, on various analytical levels and using various methods, how sex/gender finds organising expression in people's lives, as well as in science. Gender studies concern biological, social and cultural sex, with a focus on those processes where gender categorisation takes place and on the relationship between the various gender categories. This means that even what may be perceived as nature-given – e.g. biology and sexuality – needs to be problematised. Representations of gender and circumstances based on gender are found in all areas of human life – symbolic, individual and collective. They are, of course, also found within the established sciences. This is why gender studies also has a critical purpose.
3. Eligibility for admission to the graduate programme
To be eligible for admission to the graduate programme at the Graduate School for Gender Studies, students must fulfil all general and specific requirements in a graduate study subject area, and their thesis must have a gender studies focus.
4. Admission and selection
Any application for a doctoral student position in cooperation between department/centre as well as the Graduate School for Gender Studies at UCGS is to be submitted after advertisement to the registrar, who will then pass the applications on for consideration by the UCGS board. The applicant's eligibility will be determined in cooperation with representatives of the graduate study subject area. Selection among the applicants will be made in cooperation with the subject department/centre, based on the applicant's ability to benefit from the graduate study. At the time of application, the applicant must demonstrate, in a research outline, the main focus of their thesis project.
For admission to the Graduate School for Gender Studies, the applicant must have been admitted to a graduate programme in a subject at Umeå University, and a cooperation agreement must have been drawn up between UCGS and the relevant faculty board/department/centre.
5. The programme
5.1. General
The programme is normally equivalent to 4 years of full-time study. The activities of the Graduate School for Gender Studies involve interdisciplinary cooperation with participants from various academic environments with differing traditions. These are due to both the structure of graduate training and academic practice in problem formulation, choice of methods, theory, reflexivity and ethics. In order to achieve the aim of creating new knowledge and competent researchers, the Graduate School for Gender Studies and subject departments/centres need to work constructively to handle the concrete practical and academic implications. This academic diversity provides a fertile ground for a dynamic and instructive graduate programme environment.
5.2. Graduate programmes in interdisciplinary cooperation
Doctoral students at the Graduate School for Gender Studies have a double affiliation – in the subject area where they will receive their PhD degree at Umeå University, and in the Graduate School for Gender Studies. Interdisciplinary graduate programmes involve a combination of the existing graduate programme in the subject under which the doctoral student was admitted, and the activities offered by the Graduate School for Gender Studies. By means of a cooperation agreement and an individual study plan, the scope and form of this cooperation are established for each doctoral student. 
5.2.1. Cooperation agreement
When a doctoral student is admitted, a cooperation agreement is drawn up between a representative of UCGS, the director of studies at the Graduate School for Gender Studies, and the head of department/centre representative. 
The agreement governs:
The term of the agreement
The salary and employment conditions of the doctoral student
Offices and technical equipment for the doctoral student
Expenses funding for the doctoral student
Supervision and graduate programme
Production of thesis and procedures prior to thesis defence
Other important responsibility issues
5.2.2. Supervision and individual study plan
Each doctoral student has a main supervisor as well as one or more co-supervisors. One of the supervisors must have competence in gender studies. The distribution of the supervisors between the subject department/centre and UCGS is determined with reference to what is necessary in each individual case. One of the supervisors should hold an associate professorship. 
The doctoral student, main supervisor, co-supervisor and any other relevant people together draw up an individual study plan. This consists of both an overall plan for the entire graduate programme and a more detailed annual plan. In the individual study plan, the general study plan for the subject is matched with the general plan of the Graduate School for Gender Studies. The individual study plan is used as a way of pushing the work forward, and any deviation from this must be discussed and commented on at the follow-ups that take place at least once a year.
5.3. Working methods of the Graduate School for Gender Studies
Teaching takes the form of courses, lectures, seminars and supervision. Furthermore, a continuous seminar is held, with active and to an extent compulsory attendance by the doctoral students. The individual study plans govern requirements and working methods for each doctoral student in order to achieve an optimal combination of what is offered by the graduate programmes of the subject and the Graduate School for Gender Studies.
During the graduate programme, courses equivalent to 30-60 credits are offered within the graduate school. The other credits must be taken within the relevant graduate study subject. The courses offered by the Graduate School for Gender Studies may also include courses given in national and international cooperative networks that have a pronounced gender studies perspective. The extent of what is offered is based on the fact that most graduate study subject areas have a course component of 90 credits and a thesis component of 150 credits. There may be individual variations in the doctoral students' course proportions in the Graduate School for Gender Studies. If required the Graduate School for Gender Studies can offer a course worth 7.5 credits summarising the history of gender studies. The course offering is otherwise largely tailored to suit the needs and focus of the doctoral students, and consists of both individual reading courses and regular courses. The course offering and other activities are planned by the coordinator together with the director of studies in collaboration with the director of UCGS.
5.4. Test of knowledge
Courses are examined orally and/or in writing. Each element of the course is assessed as either a pass or a fail. Examiners for courses organised by the graduate school are appointed by a representative of UCGS. Examiners for courses organised by the graduate study subject area are appointed by the relevant faculty board. Students who have, at another Swedish higher education institution, passed a test of knowledge included in a graduate programme in the relevant subject, may, after testing by an examiner, find that this counts. The examiner may also allow education received at a foreign university to count.
5.5. Doctoral thesis
The thesis is the most important element of the programme. The distribution between the course component and the thesis component is shown in the general study plan for the graduate study subject area. The thesis must be based on independent work of significance to research within the selected subject area. The thesis may take the form of a single coherent work (a monograph) or a number of academic articles/essays published previously, or submitted for publication, along with a brief summary discussing and reflecting upon them (thesis by publication). A work by two or more authors may be approved as a doctoral thesis on condition that the division of work between the authors is reported. The thesis will be defended in public in the manner prescribed by the Swedish Higher Education Ordinance. The thesis will be graded by a specially appointed examining committee and assessed as either a pass or a fail. The defence will take place at Umeå University (or at one of the partner institutions with the relevant field of knowledge).In other respects the regulations set out in the study plan for the subject under which the doctoral student was admitted shall apply. 
5.6. Licenciate degree (80 credits)
5.6.1. General
A licentiate degree may constitute a stage in the graduate programme. This stage encompasses four semesters' full-time study. The statements above regarding the graduate programme and doctoral examination also apply, where appropriate, to the licentiate degree. The distribution between the course component and the thesis component is shown in the graduate programme plan for the relevant graduate study subject area. 
5.6.2. Licentiate dissertation
The dissertation must be defended in a seminar open to the public. Grades in the form of a pass or a fail are determined by a committee appointed by the relevant faculty board following proposals by the supervisor, the subject department and the Graduate School for Gender Studies. The dissertation must be made available for at least two weeks before the date set for the seminar.
6. Examination and certificate
For a licentiate or doctoral examination to be passed, it is required that the student has passed the tests that formed part of the graduate programme, and has had their academic dissertation or thesis passed.
A certificate will be issued by the Vice-Chancellor of Umeå University or of the partner institution, as appropriate.
