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Rules for mid-term seminars at the department 
of mathematics and mathematical statistics 

This document is a translation of the Swedish document Regler för mittseminarier vid 
Institutionen för matematik och matematisk statistik from 2018-01-22??. 
The authoritative language version of this document is Swedish. 

Several departments at Umeå University organise mid-term seminars when a PhD student has 
achieved approximately half of the requirements for a doctoral degree. The benefits of a mid-term 
seminar are, among others, that they make visible the research conducted by the department's PhD
students and enable valuable feedback at a relatively early stage of the PhD study. 

The department's college of supervisors decided in 2013 to introduce a mandatory mid-term 
seminar for the PhD student that enter the department's postgraduate studies after January 1, 
2014. A revised version of the 2013 rules for mid-term seminars is found below.

 The director of graduate studies is responsible for ensuring that the PhD students are given the
opportunity to hold a mid-term seminar. The mid-term seminar will be held when the 
graduate student, in terms of time, has conducted approximately half of his PhD education, 
which normally occurs in 2 to 2.5 years of completed studies. The mid-term seminar can be 
seen as an extended public reference group meeting, and is also considered as a seminar in the 
so-called PhD seminar series.

 The director of graduate studies will announce the mid-term seminars at the department's 
staff list and at nearby relevant research environments, such as IceLab and UMIT. All 
department's PhD students, supervisors and other scientifically qualified staff are expected to 
attend the mid-term seminars to the extent permitted by the circumstances.

 The head of department appoints, on the basis of a proposal from the director of graduate 
studies, and in consultation with the current main supervisor, an evaluation committee and a 
chairman for the mid-term seminar. The chairman is usually the director of graduate studies 
or the doctoral coordinator at the department. The evaluation committee usually consists of 
the final examiner, the reference group, but not the supervisors, as well as a scientifically 
qualified teacher. The evaluation committee is responsible for opposing the scientific work and
the future plan of the PhD student. The supervisors of the PhD student may not be included in 
the evaluation committee. At least one member of the evaluation committee must come from 
another department.

 It is the responsibility of the PhD student, who is holding the mid-term seminar, to provide, at 
least two weeks before the mid-term seminar, the evaluation committee and the director of 
graduate studies with:

o all produced drafts, manuscripts or chapters that are expected to be included in the 
thesis of the PhD student.
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o all individual study plans and the general study plan.

o a detailed plan for research and courses during the remaining time of the education. 

o a title for the mid-term seminar's presentation.

 At the mid-term seminar, the PhD student holds a presentation of approximately 30-40 
minutes. This contains an overview of all achieved results, as well as plans for research and 
courses for the remaining time of the PhD education. This is followed by questions from the 
evaluation committee and by the audience (about 15-20 minutes). After this, discussions will 
continue in a small group consisting of the PhD student, the evaluation committee, the 
supervisor(s) and the director of graduate studies. The chair of the evaluation committee is 
appointed within this group and is responsible for submitting the committee's written 
statement to the director of graduate studies as soon as possible, but no later than 2 weeks 
after the mid-term seminar. The statement is also provided to the PhD student, the 
supervisor(s) and the head of department.

 PhD students who pass a licentiate degree do not need to conduct a mid-term seminar.

Guidelines for the evaluation committee

The task of the evaluation committee is to support and assist the PhD student and supervisor(s) in 
their work in completing the research studies in time and with appropriate quality. The members 
of the evaluation committee should especially think about the following:

 to give constructive criticism and to clearly show what is good in the scientific work

 give feedback on the planned scientific work, i.e. focus, scope, and whether it is time-
realistic or not

 check how the PhD student plans to achieve the course part, including the generic course 
part, of the PhD education

 check how the PhD student plans to achieve the national goals specified in the general 
study plan.

A previous version of the above rules was adopted by the college of supervisors on 12 June 2017 
(written by Sara Sjöstedt de Luna and Åke Brännström). Revisions were made on January 9, 2018. 
The above rules were approved by a the college of supervisors on January 9, 2018.
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Guidelines for the written statement of the evaluation committee

a) Comment on the PhD student's achieved results and future plans regarding time plan, research, 
courses, national goals, supervision, other aspects.

b) Answer (yes/no) to whether the evaluation committee considers the doctoral studies to progress
in a satisfying manner, and if they think the PhD student will be able to attain the goals of the 
doctoral studies with acceptable quality within the given time limitations (yes/no). If no, the 
committee should explain why and desirably suggest actions that may increase the chances of a 
successful completion of the doctoral studies. 

Template for the protocol of the mid-term seminar 

Mid-term seminar:  Name of student
Room - Date

Present: Name (PhD-student), Names (members of the evaluation committee), Names 
(Supervisors), Names (others if applicable).

Protocol:
    1. Chairperson: Name
    2. The PhD student presented her/his achieved results up to now, planned courses and research 
plans for the rest of her/his PhD studies. The project has/has not progressed according to her/his 
study plan. The evaluation committee was concerned about add text if applicable. Mention some 
details and propositions to address possible issues.
    3. The forthcoming years study plan was discussed. Mention details and propositions to achieve 
the goals of a PhD study.
    4. The student was given the opportunity to comment in the absence of the supervisors. Add text
if needed.
    5. Supervisors were given the opportunity to comment in the absence of the PhD student. Add 
text if needed.
    6. The meeting was summarized. The PhD student shows a good/appropriate/etc. knowledge of 
her/his project and a clear/relatively clear/etc. plan over what to do in the forthcoming years. 

The evaluation committee considers the doctoral studies to progress in a satisfying manner: 
Yes/No.
 
The evaluation committee thinks that the PhD student will be able to attain the goals of the 
doctoral studies with acceptable quality within the given time limitations: Yes/No. 

Umeå Date

------------------------------
Name (Chairperson, representing the evaluation committee)
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