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Contents
The course explores ethical considerations in design research, ranging from specific engagements
and interventions to the issues entailed in exploring set-ups and situations of future research
possibilities. Design has a special relationship to intervention into people’s lives during the
processes of design and in relation to output of design efforts. However, unlike most other forms of
academic research, design research does not necessarily have established ethical practices for all
the various forms of intervention we may engage in. During the course, the PhD student will
familiarize themselves with ethical guidelines for research in Europe (GDPR), Sweden, Umed
University, and any country where the own research is or has been planned to be performed.
This course explores ethical design research issues on three levels:

e Basic research frameworks: local (organizational), national, & international

e Ethics in the design of design research projects and programmes.

¢ Ethics in design research action and intervention, including research data management.
Expected learning outcomes
After completing the course, students will be able to:

Knowledge and understanding

e Account for national and international frameworks and regulations regarding research
ethics, in relation to design research.

Competence and skills

e Describe and discuss ethical implications of the design of design research projects in
relation to the own research practice.
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e Formulate an ethical review application related to the own design research project.
e Setup a data management plan related to the own design research project.
Judgement and approach

¢ demonstrate ability to locate, articulate and critique ethical issues pertaining to
conducting design research

e An ability to articulate and frame ethical considerations in design research with respect to
methodology as well as objectives and intentions.

Relation to general study plan

Courses in this thematic area should address the following learning goals in the general study plan:

Primary: 1.4 Judgement and Approach

e demonstrate intellectual autonomy and disciplinary rectitude as well as the ability to make
assessments of research ethics, and

¢ demonstrate specialised insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its role in
society and the responsibility of the individual for how this is used.

Required knowledge

Qualifications for admission to the PhD programme in industrial design, or equivalent.

Form of instruction

The course will consist of seminars, lectures and workhops.

Examination modes

Examination is held both orally and in writing, individually and in group. The assessment of the
course is based upon active seminar participation, an individual oral presentation in seminar form,
and written essays (as instructed during the course).

Grades for the course are awarded when students have passed all examinations and compulsory
course elements. After completing the course, one of the grades Fail (U) or Pass (G) is awarded the
student.

A student who for two consecutive examinations for the same course has not been passed, has the
right to have another examiner appointed, if there are no special reasons against this (Higher
Education Ordinance chapter 6, 22 §). The request for a new examiner shall be made in writing to

the Research Council of Umeé Institute of Design.

Academic credit transfer
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Equivalency credits for this course can only be given if it can be shown through transcripts and
course plans that a similar course has been passed and after the supervisor and examiner for the
PhD education have evaluated and approved the students’ individual level of skills and knowledge.
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144. http://www.thestudioattheedgeoftheworld.com/uploads/4/7/4/0/47403357/05tonkin
wiseethos_of_things.pdf

Kolla: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13645579.2017.1287869

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/278022166 Design Ethics in design research A re
flection on intercultural praxis in the design disciplines
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